TV UPLINKING

GOVT OPTS FOR
FRESH UPLINK AND
DOWNLINK
GUIDELINES

The new guidelines will propel India
as a hub for uplinking

Govt has plans to simplify uplink and downlink
guidelinesand thiswill position Indiaasahub for uplinking
by deregulating uplinking of satellite channels from the
country.

The deregulation of uplinking channels will help
broadcasters from neighbouring countries like Nepal,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Sri Lankato uplink channelsfrom
India. India will become an uplinking hub if it is cost-
competitive and satellite footprint coversalarger geography.

Currently the satellite capacity is not being
adequately utilised due to the use of MPEG-2 video
compressions format by the industry players including
Prasar Bharati's DD Free Dish.Prasar Bharéti
offers 80 channels in MPEG-2 format. If it
movesto M PEG-4 format then the number of
channels can be increased to 160.

The process of migrating DD Free
Dish customersto MPEG-4 hasbeen atime-
consuming process. Out of a total of 40
million only about 1 million have been
converted to MPEG-4 and for the proper
usage of the spectrum it would be better if
they movefrom MPEG-2to MPEG-4.

The government's decision to launch
200 educational channels will also require transponder
capacity to reach the length and breadth of the country.

The communication and broadcasting is seeing a
convergence and people are viewing content through
mobiles and TV. The growth of TV industry in India has
been static over the past two-three years. The number is
about 200 million and it has been static whether it is the
cable-connected homes or whether it isDTH services.

The government is also looking at direct-to-mobile
broadcasting technology being developed by Prasar
Bharati alongside 11 T-Kanpur, The pilots have been
successful and the technology is capable of providing 200
to 300 channelsinrural areasover aloca Wi-Fi network. B
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